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Rural Sociology 
Pamphlet No. 6 
THE EMERGING RURAL COMMUNITIES 
OF 
BROOKINGS COUNl'Y 
w. F. Kumlien 
Clifford Holm 
C. Scandrette 
A community rJB.Y be thought of as a group of 
neighborhoods in which the majority of t _he people 
have a common trade and service center. The 
coI:10on trade center of the above neighborhoods is 
the city of Brookings. 
. , Department of Rural Sociology 
November, 1940 
Agn,cultural Experiment Station of the South Dakota State College o! 
Agriculture and Mechaitlc Arts, Brookings, South Dakota 
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Because land use planning is a democratic process full representation of 
all farmer views and attitudes is essential to its proper functioning. This is 
particularly true with respect to the social aspects of land use planning. Adequate 
representation can be assured only by organizing planning activities on a community 
· basis. A rural community has been defined· as 11 an area including the village center 
and the surrounding territory, limits of the territory being determined by the farth• 
lest distances where the age~ies and institutions of the village serve the majority 
of the farmers in a majority of their activities." Since townships ere e.rtifically 
determined they are seldom true communities• Natural community lines often extend 
"Prom one township into another arid may cross county lines. The first problem facing 
extension workers and planning agencies, therefore; is to locate community boundaries. 
The second step is to see that each community is adequately represented on the plan-
ning committee and that community meetings aro held at natural community centers. The 
purpose of this pamphlet is to be of assistance to planning groups by locating 
present day communities and neighborhoods. 
Something is wrong with the map below. Some very important items have been 
omitted. Y/hat are they? The answer is obvious -- no towns or highways have been 
ehown. Have you ever considered how i.Jni_1ossil:>l.e it would be for a county having 1900 
farms to be without trade and service centers and highvmys? :uch a situation would 
al>e as impossible as a wheel without a ht•'::1. The farmer needs the village and the vil-
lage, in turn, existing because of the farmers' needs, needs him. 
r 
• 
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Figure 2. Trade And Service Areas In Brookings County, 1869. 1879. 
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r Even in pioneer days the £armer was not self-sufficient, Then as now there 
were certain necessities which he could not produce. From t~e very beginning the 
farmer was dependerrt upon trade centers for certain foods and articles of clothing. 
Between 1869 and 1879 there were 21 postoffices and 9 blacksmith shops in 
Brookings county. Many of the postoffices and blacksmith shops were located at 
farm homes in the open-country. Aside from the post office and blacksmith shops 
most of the needs of the early settlers were supplied by four inland towns, Oakwood, 
Renshaw, Fountain and Medary. During this ~eriod Oakwood boasted of more services 
than any other town. The following services were available nt Oakwood: hotol, 
postoffice, hardware store, grocery store, moat market, school, 2 blacksmith shops, 
drug store, 2 general stores, law office, harness and shoe shop, grist mill, lumber 
yard, 2 land locating offices, sorghum m.ill and lime kiln. The following services 
were available at Renshawz postoffice, grist .mill, general store and blacksmith 
shop. At Fountain the following services were available: hotel, general store, 
•blacksmith shop, implement store, lumbar yard, school, law office and the newspaper. 
The following services were available at Medury: 2 general ·stores, school, poot-
office, doctor, dorrtist, branch land office, law office, bluoksmith shop, small 
cheese factory, broom factory, hotel and livery stable. 
When the railroad lines were laid th~y did not run through any of these estab-- -
'li.shed trade c.enters. Consequently, new towns sprang up along the railroads. Thr~e 
of the pioneer trade centers, Oakwood, Medary and Fountain were moved to new locations 
along tho railroad. Fountain and Medary were moved to the present site of Brookings 
and Oakwood was moved to the prosont site of Bruco. Renshaw remained where it was but 
soon became a ghost town, 
Poinsett 
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Figure 3. Neighborhoods In Brool:ings County, 1940. 
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The early settlers of Brookings county homesteaded in groups on adjoining 
farms and were bound together by such ties as ldnship, common nationality, or 
, .common religious, educational or social purposes. These groups,called neighbor-
hoods, were the smallest working unit outside the family itself. Mutual aid, ex-
change of work, social affairs, school and churches became the organized pattern of 
these groups. 
Although these small groups were from the beginning dependent upon towns for 
their economic needs, most of the social needs Qf -the group were satisfied within the 
nei..ghborhood. In the early days, 97 such rural neighborhoods were discovered in 
Brookings county. Most of these neighborhoods were named for prominent families liv-
ing in the nei. ghborhoods. 
Then came the automobile. The automobilo stimulated good roads and made it 
possible for farm families to got to tho village moro easily. Farm folks became 
aware that they ha.d many interests in common with the people of the village, arw 
• social life became more and more village centered. The importance of the neig*or• 
hood declined. In some cases the !actors which had made farm people in certain 
localities "hang togetheru utterly disappeared. The f'iguro above shows rural n¢.gh-
borhoods which exist at the present time. There are now only about half as many 
neighborhoods as there were in the early days. The neighborhoods which remain are 
larger than the early neighborhoods, and, in most cases are called either by township 
-.... names ("Richland," "North Richland, 11 etc.) or for natural phenonenon ( "Sioux Valley~" 
''Hells Hollow, 11 etc.) Few of the present day neighborhoods ttre known by far:rl.ly 
names. When farmers were asked to name factors holding their neighborhoods togethBr-f· 
the most frequent reply was "the district school. 11 "Habits of exchanging work," a!2<i 
"clubs" were next most frequently mentioned. other factors mentioned were "vis.Hing 
he.bits," "same nationality," and "an open-country church." 
Figure 4. Church Comnunity Boundaries In Brookings County, 1940. 
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Where do Brookings county farm people attend church? The following answer 
is given by. the 1940 Brookings County church survey: 
74.0 percent atte~d church in various towns 
12.6 percent attend an open-country church 
13.4 percent do not attend church 
The figure above shows the country areas from which tovm and open-country 
churches drew most of their attendance. Of the ll.13 farm families who attend church 
in Brookings county towns, 21.3 percent attend church in Brookings; 18.0 percent 
attend church in Volga; 16.4 percent attend church in White; 12,8 percent attend 
church in Elkton; 10.8 percent attend church in Aurora; 10.1 percent ~ttond church in 
•Sinai; and 2.2 percent attend church in Volga. 
Two-hundrod forty-nine of tho rcmairung farm fo.milios attend 13 opon-coun~ry 
churches. Tho remoining 260 persons ottond church in seven town churches outside the 
coun:ty. 
Due to denominational overlapping and tho oxistonco of a numbor of open-
country churches, the church community areas are somewhat smaller than both the trade 
and high school areas. 
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Figure 5. Areas From Which Each High School Enrolled Mo~t of Its Brookings County 
Tuition _Pu~ils During tho 1938-39 Term. 
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Source& Adapted from records of the High School Superintendents. 
P Since 1921 it has been compulsory for common school districts which do not 
• 
maintain high schools of their own, to pay the tuition costs of pupils residing 
within their borders who attend high school in nearby towns. The figure above 
shows the areas from which each high school enrolled most of its farm pupils during 
the 1938-39 term. 
It will be noted that, in general, the high school service areas correspond 
quite closely to the trade areas. The distances which farm children travel to 
attend high school in Brookings and Volga indicates that size and educational ad-
vantages offered apparently hnve greater influence upon the choice of a high school 
than proximity. 
During tho 1938-39 term the number of fnrm children attending each Brookings 
county school was as followe1 
Town 
Brookings 
Volga 
White 
Elkton 
Bruce 
Sinai 
Bushnell 
Numbor 2i, Tuition Pupils 
159 
104 
58 
32 
19 
18 
l 
The following schools outside the county drew some Brookings county tuitiDn 
pupils& Arlington, Estelline, Toronto, Astoria and Hendricks. 
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J'igure 6. Individual Trade Areas For White, 1940, 
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Since the coming of the automobile most of the former functions of the neigh .. 
borhoods have been taken over by tha towmand villages. The first function assumed 
by the villages v1as the ~ono.aic. A.a automobiles came into general use the cross-
roads general store began to disappear. The farmer now goes to the village center 
to buy groceries, clothing and other necessi..ties; to sell produce; to attend church; 
and to visit and engage in other forms of recreation. The farmer also sends his 
children to the town high school. 
There are two generally accepted methods of determining trade area boundaries. 
One method is to interview all farmers within a county, asking them to give the name 
of the city or village in which they sell most of their produce, buy most of their 
auppliea and make most of their social contacts. When all farm operators have been 
interviewe~ it is possible to plot rather definite boundaries. The second method is_ 
t~ interview village tradesmen, asking them what farmers regularly do business with 
Ill them. Both of these methods were used in securing trade ar.ea boundaries for Brooking• 
county. Of the two methods used it was felt that the first was more satisfactorf since 
less overlapping between trade centers occurred by the use of that method. 
The following items were considered in arriving at trade area boundaries, 
grooery, ·machinery and fuel purchases; and egg, grain, cream and livestock sales . 
The figure above shows individual service areas for the village of White. After liner 
had been plotted £or each type of service, a composite trade area for that village. was 
drawn. The same procedure was followed for each trade center. When the coml>osite · 
trade area boundaries were drawn it was found that some overlapping occurred. I.n · 
order to arrive at distinct areas the overlapping portion between trade centere was 
equally divided between the two. cont eating cent era, 
lingt 
Im 
p. 
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Figure 7. Composite Community Areas of Brookings County, 1940 
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"A rural community is regardEid as· an area including the village center and 
ihe surrounding territory, tl-.e J.im:'i.ts of tho territory being determined by the 
farthest dist1?,nces where the agencies and institutions of the village serve the maj-
ority of the families in a majority of their activities." DWIGHT SANPERSON 
***** 
Until a few years before the world war one heard little of the importance of 
the community in rural life. For the most part the .social.life of the farm folk 
centered in the ne::..ghbor:1ood, clustered around the open~count~y church or the one 
room country school. ~Jith the coming of the aut(,::iobilo and -t!1e improvement · of roads 
it was easier to get to the villagfB and contacts .were more f:::-1.,quent. The decline 
of the open-country population made it. more difficult. to main~ain the . country church 
and farm folk went more to the village chu. ... ~ches. Later> a sh!'.inkage in elementary 
enrollments took place. Consequently, a nwnber of the rural schools have been·cl-0&ed, 
-.i.nd the remaining pupils have been sent as tuition pupils to a nearby district or 
town school. 
The figure above shows the boundaries of the present day communities in 
Brookings county as determined by where the majority of people buy groceries, . cloth-
ing,- fuel, etc.; sell milk, cream, eggs and livestock; attend church; and send their 
children to high school. It will be noted that in most cases the size of the com-
munity varies in direct proportion to the population and nuinbor 0£ 9e;rv.ic&S o.£.fer-ed 
by the village cent er. 
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Figure a. Rural Special Interest Groups In Brookings County, 1940, 
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To a considerable extert locality is giving away to special interests as a 
basis for group t>rganiz::-.+.ion ~n the rtl..."'al ereas of Brcol'.ing:.J county. In the early 
settlement period the neighb".'rhl)od> the fc:.ne to f'lce group in which everyone had 
common interests, was the ac~6pted unit fo, org.:.:r.i.zation. The very proximity of life 
made for group consciousness. The school district, the open country chureh, exchange 
of work and social activity followed neighborhood lines. Because there were many 
coinmon interests group organizutiomcould be few, simple and include most evoryone. 
Pe:rhaps, the fc..c-c"r m:.s~ :responsible for tho broo.kir,g down of noighborhood lines is 
universal use of the o.•:.tomob;_-:._o c.nd. t 110 :...i:a:9roV,'l.2.(·'1t o.i: r0ad.-:1. The autcmrbile, which 
me.de possihle a ,-r:td'3r '.':'F.111ge or' con·1:ac~s, w-.tura::.Iy e,n•;Ci.i.!'1.~ged -the ~ormat:..on of specia~ 
interest groups. As e•rid3nce that nd.r,hbf\:rhor '..s lvwe d.er.li!1~d~ in some i;arts of the 
· county peo:ple do no·t ream to be awarf"l of ~'-Y pr. ·tic1,la" neigi·::uo~ho,.,d name. In other 
cases, persons in the same locality claim different noighbo~hood names • 
• 
Hand in hand with the disintegration of neighborhood life came the establish-
ment of numerous special interest organizations. At tho present time thore are 81 
special interest groups among the farm people of Brookings county. Twenty-three of 
tLese groups are 4H cluJ,s, 31 are comm.unity clubs, 20 are womens' extension clubs and 
7 ere Farmers• Union lor9ls, The above tabulation does not imli.:de such informal 
organizations as exchange birthday parties, card parties, etc, Neither does it take 
into consideration farm membership in town~centered organizations aseervioe clubs or 
lodges. 
.. 9 -
****************************************** 
* * * * Suggestions For Determining Neighborhood And Community Boundaries * Hw do farmers naturally organize themselves? With Vhom do they ex.- * 
* change work and visit? What is their trade •enter? What are their interests? * 
* These are questions which are of vital importance to extension workers, plan• * 
* ning agencies and others who depend upon .farmer participation. Extension work•* * ers have long realized that the township is an arbitrary and highly unsatisfa.d;.,. 
* ory unit for organization. Many times farmers in one part of the township * 
* patronize one trade center while those in another part of tho township parron• * 
• * ize a different canter. Conseq11ently, farmers of that particular township * 
.. 
• 
* would not bo in the habit of thinking and working togethor. As previously sug•* * gested, therefore, one of the first steps in county planning is to determine * * how farmers naturally group themselves. The following methods, by actual test,* 
* have been found successful in determining neighborhoods and communities in *· 
* Brookings county. * 
* * 
* * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * 
* 
* 
* 
* * 
* * 
* * * 
* 
* * * 
* * * 
* * * 
* 
* * * 
* * 
A. Neighborhoods 
1. The first method was to mail postal questionnaires to each of the 
1903 farm operators in the county, asking them to give the name 
of the neighborhood in which they lived. 
* 
* 
2. Using the data secured from the above mentioned questionnaire as 
a star:t;ing point the county superintendent and other persons famil• * 
~ar with the county were asked to map additional neighborhoods. * 
Mimeographed copies of this map were then sent to two prominent * 
farmers in each township. These men were asked to change any neigh- * 
borhood names or boundaries which to them seemed incorrect. * 
B. Communitiea. 
l. Church community - In connection with a county wide church survey 
each family was asked to indicate what town or open-country church 
they attended. 
2. High school service areas - Jligh school suporintendents in each of 
the towns within the county and in schools bordering tho county, 
wore askod to supply a list of their Brookings county high school 
tuition pupile. From those lists it was possiblo to plot tho loc-
ation of each high school tuition pupil in relation to the school 
which he attended. 
3 • trade areas 
a. The second method was to send a postal questionnaire to each 
of the 1903 farm families in Brookings county. In this quest-
ionnaire farmers were asked to designate the town in which 
they bought specified goods, secured specified services and 
sold specified produce. 
b. Village tradesmen and produce buyers in. each trade center of 
Brookings and adjoining countiew wore asked to indicate which 
fartlers within the county regularly did business with them. 
4. Composite conmunity ™ - Tho church, high school, and tra.de 
areas were combined to obtain composite cOI11nUnity bou~rios. 
(More detailed instructions regarding tho above mothods of deter-
mining neighborhoods and communities mny be obtained upon request) 
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